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In late July, we had the privilege of re-homing a 5-year-old Springer Spaniel named Dune. We were 
open to the idea of caring for another dog, who would become a companion to our almost 3-year-old 
Wired-hair Vizsla named RADAR.

Needless to say, it's important to find the right fit for both human and dog. Since we were re-homing, we 
were aware that Dune was used to certain routines that were different from ours. Here are some 
important things that we had to consider: 

· Crates are Happy Places: Crates benefit both humans and dogs. Train your new dog to love 
his/her crate, and know that it is always a safe place where good things happen. Favourite and 
familiar toys/mats/bowls/beds are also important when transitioning to a new home. 

Dune often runs into his crate for some quiet time. He also loves his slimy/gummy rubber duckie.

· Food: Respect your dog's previous feeding times, types and amounts of meals/treats. 

Dune was fed raw beef (due to a chicken and grain allergy) so we weaned him off of raw foods, 
and transitioned him to RADAR's diet of grain-free kibble (topped with fresh fruits and 
vegetables) which subsequently improved his digestion and elimination. Both dogs now devour 
the same type of meals voraciously. 

· Potty: Your dog may have had a different routine as to the 
time/frequency/location/communication of potty.  Sitting/whining/barking/scratching at the door 
may be a message that it is time to go. We always give Dune and RADAR the opportunity for 
relief right after a meal.  

· Sleeping/Waking Hours: Your dog may be used to different waking/sleeping hours. If not crated 
or managed, s/he may become your new alarm clock. 

· Exercise: Ensure your dog enjoys similar amounts of exercises/walks/playtime/quiet time as 
before. As a Springer Spaniel, Dune has enormous energy that even tires out a Wired-hair 
Vizsla!

· Travel: Note if your dog travels well in a vehicle or needs comfort. When outdoors, consider the 
different types of collars, leashes, harnesses, muzzles available.  

· Grooming: Your dog may require grooming. 
Unlike RADAR's fuss-free fur, Dune's hair often mats and requires frequent combing; especially 
when we found Dune frolicking in a field full of burrs! With his love for water, Dune's ears are 
often prone to infections and require extra drying and cleaning. 

· Training: Note the level and amount of training your dog has previously received, and plan for 
any future training you may want to give. 
Dune came to us with an understanding of basic obedient commands (sit, stay, down and has 
since learned paw, roll, and jump). Yes you can teach old dog new tricks. Dune loved to catch a 
ball but would never bring it back. Slowly he learned to retrieve. He now catches the ball and 
brings it back. He even retrieves rubber ducks!

re-Home for the Howlidays by Pearl Prevost
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· Special needs could be triggered by medical issues, allergies, mobility issues, etc. 
Dune's digestive issues (caused by allergies) now seem to be remedied by his new grain-free 
and fowl-free diet. Also understand that some dogs feel that they need a purpose/raison d'etre. 
Dune came from a home of five human kids. Dune naturally took on the responsibility of 
watching and guarding the kids when they played outside. Dune has now adjusted to looking 
after only one juvenile fur kid name RADAR. 

Dune is fitting in well with us, with his new human parents and canine brother.  We are just waiting to 
see if he thinks our Christmas tree is his personal indoor outhouse?

God Rest Ye Hunter Pointer Dogs 

(Doggie rendition sing to the tune of God Rest 
Ye Merry Gentlemen)

Good rest ye hunter pointer dogs
Let nothing you dismay
Remember OVPDC's
Still active to this day
To train pups to point and stay
When dogs have gone astray
Oh tidings of comfort and joy
Comfort and joy
Oh tidings of comfort and joy

In Ottawa, in regions near
This awesome club was born
To teach us this hunting sport
Chasing birds night til morn
Much to the pointers delight
Pointing to full adorn
Oh tidings of comfort and joy
Comfort and joy
Oh tidings of comfort and joy

Good rest ye hunter pointer dogs
Let nothing you dismay
Remember OVPDC's
Still active to this day
To train pups to point and stay
When dogs have gone astray
Oh tidings of comfort and joy
Comfort and joy
Oh tidings of comfort and joy

Yves Prevost, Radar & Dune
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Have Yourself a Merry Christmas 
Hunt

 (Doggie rendition sing to the tune of Have 
Yourself a Merry Little Christmas) 

Have yourself a merry little Christmas 

Light the forest night
From now on 

Our game will center on site

Have yourself a merry little Christmas
Pointers hold and stay

From now on 

Our chukars will be near all day, yes

Here we are as in dog-gone days
Happy golden days of yore
Faithful dogs who are dear to us
Gather near to us once more

So, through the years we all will be together
If the fates allow

Curing fresh fowl upon the highest bough
So, have yourself a merry little Christmas 
now
Have a wonderful, wonderful, merry little 
Christmas now

Have a merry Christmas now

So, Here were are as in dog-gone days
Happy golden days of yore
Faithful dogs who are dear to us
Gather near to us once more

So, through the years we all will be together
If the fates allow
Curing fresh fowl upon the highest bough
So, have yourself a merry little Christmas 
now, now, right now, right now
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Barkin' around the Christmas tree, 
The rabbit has just hopped on top
It's dropping chocolate bits down on me,
if I bark, perhaps it'll stop.

Barkin' around the Christmas tree,
I wish you had your shot gun
To sound it off and make it run
The rabbit would have to flee.

You will learn a fundamental lesson, 
when you hear
Doggies barking at your folly
As the rabbit chews the holly.

Bakin' around the Christmas tree,
As the rabbit chews the holly.
Barkin' around the Christmas tree,
It's an eventful holiday.

As the tree comes crashing down,
Wish I caught that rabbit right away!

Santa Claws is Coming to Town
(Doggie rendition to the tune of Santa Claus 
is Coming to Town)

Oh you better watch out 
You better not growl 
You better not bark
You better not howl
I'm telling you why
Santa Claws is coming to town.... 

He's making a list
He's checking it twice
He'll find out if you're “baaad dog” or nice
Santa Claws is coming to town.... 

He knows when you are whiney
He knows when you get scold

He knows when you are noisy
So better do as you've been told

You better find big birds
You better not miss them
You better not chase them
You better not eat them
Santa Claws is coming to town.....

He knows when you ate the bird
He knows when you're on the run
He knows when you're eating turd
Butttt still.. you can have some fun

Oh you better watch out 
You better not growl 
You better not bark
You better not howl
I'm telling you why
Santa Claws is coming to town.... 

Howliday Tunes with Radar & Dune
Barkin’ Around the Christmas Tree

(doggie rendition to the tune of Rocking Around the Christmas Tree) 
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Mardeck Graphic Design

Non-TIKO Member / 
Commercial Advertising

is available! 

Photographers Professional Handlers

Groomers   Boarding Kennels

Artisans / Trophy Suppliers, etc.

Per Issue, or
Yearly rates.

Contact:
info@mardeckgraphicdesign.com
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Classifieds:

For Sale: $80.00 Kennel with center divider and double doors to accommodate a small 
dog / puppy on each site, or remove panel for one medium sized dog. Kennel has casters 
that roll easily. Only used for short time before installing built-in kennels.

Free: small sized winter dog wear. 

Contact:  susanpcurtis@yahoo.ca
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