


In This IssueTIKO 
Board of Directors

President
Ginny Kerr

Vice-President
Paula Thomson

Secretary
Barb Robinson

Treasurer
Ulla Gamberg

Past President
Marnie Layng

DIRECTORS

Sarah Duff

Michelle Greely

Penny Murton

Karen Nesbitt

TIKO TAILS Team

Team Position Team Member

 Editor Marnie Layng
Mardeck Graphic Design

info@mardeckgraphicdesign.com

Content Manager TBD

Copy Editing Penny Murton
Ginny Kerr

Karen Nesbitt

Website Editor Marnie Layng
Mardeck Graphic Design

"The advertising and opinions expressed in this 

publication are those of the authors and not necessarily 

those of the TIKO Club, or the editor of this publication”.

Please do not copy, or republish any of the content of this 
newsletter without written permission of the TIKO TAILS editor.

President’s Message Pg 03

Introducing “AMMEC” Animal Massage 
and Movement Education Centre

Pg 06

The Genius of Dogs Pg 7

Memorial Joyce Bernhardt Pg 11

TIKO Puppy Photo Contest Pg 12

APGAR Scoring In Puppies Pg 16

Getting To Know You TIKO Members Pg 19

The official quarterly newsletter of the Thousand Island Kennel & Obedience Club

TIKO TAILS Spring 2022 Page 2



TIKO President’s Message
Spring 2022

As I write this, on the first official day of spring, the amount of mud and depth of puddles in my yard 
gives me hope that winter is done with us for yet another year. Other signs that say yes, spring is 
here and summer is coming is the number of shows that are popping up waiting to be entered. 
Fingers crossed that this year we will have a normal show season with lots of opportunities to get 
our dogs out, socialize our puppies and meet again with our friends that share our dog show 
passion.

On the topic of puppies, we hope that you will enjoy this edition of TIKO Tails as we highlight the 
treasures that have arrived, or are arriving, in our collective whelping boxes. There is no greater 
feeling than to sit and watch as months or even years of careful planning - and often fervent hoping 
– results in a healthy litter of puppies of your chosen breed. The smell of puppy breath, the dreams 
of happy families matched with healthy, happy puppies, the secret desire of every breeder that this  
is the litter that will produce that Best in Show, High in Trial winner, or the puppy that will stamp its 
mark on the future of the breed. These are hopes and dreams that are the driving force behind the 
decision to breed and we are proud to share our results with our readers. 

TIKO has also been busy working on our August Shows and Trials. There will be some changes 
this year as we blast our way Back to the Future, revisiting the past as we stage our event at the 
venue that TIKO was long associated with during the 70's and 80's.  Elizabethtown-Kitley 
Fairgrounds will once again be where our Shows and Trials will take place, and we are super 
excited for the change. Watch for information in future editions of this newsletter, on our website, 
Facebook page and on Canuck Dogs.

As we look forward with anticipation to what is to come this year, we also must give a heartfelt nod 
to the past as the club said good-bye in February to founding member and long-time supporter of 
the club Joyce Bernhardt. Jack and Joyce bred and showed Schipperkes under the Camplaren 
prefix for many years and were staunch supporters of the club. Joyce will be sadly missed by the 
dog fancy as well as her TIKO family.  

We hope that you enjoy this edition of TIKO Tails.

Ginny Kerr
TIKO President
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Bragging Rights:

Members tell us all about your recent accomplishments. You can list your 
dog’s registered name, call name, breed, the new title, the win, the show / 
trial / event name and date, plus the owner/s all for free. Good luck and we 
hope to see you and your dog/s here often!! No pictures or pedigrees.

TIKO Social Page Information

Members can list their current litter/s here, free of charge. You may list the 
breed, date of birth, number and gender of puppies, parents registered names 
and breeder. No prices, pictures or pedigrees.

Stork Room:

Members can list dog related items they want to sell here. No charge for this 
service.  Items such as crates, ex-pens, dog runs, dog toys, etc. You can list 
the item with a very brief description, a price and a  means of contact (i.e. 
phone # / email address). No Dogs or Puppies for sale

Classifieds:

TIKO TAILS important Dates 2022

Issue Submission Cut-off Publication Dates

Spring March 20th March 30th

Summer June 20th June 30th

Fall September 20th September 30th

Winter December 15th December 24tth
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I recently purchased The Genius of Dogs: How Dogs Are Smarter Than We Think by Brian Hare and 
Vanessa Woods. 

In the last ten years, there has been something of a revolution in the study of canine intelligence. We 
have learned more about how dogs think in the past decade than we have in the previous century. 

Brian Hare is an evolutionary anthropologist who studies many 
different species in order to understand human cognitive evolution. 
This recent research has revealed a number of ways dogs seem to 
solve social problems more similarly to human infants than many 
primates. Comparisons to other species suggest the possibility that 
some of these skills are the result of domestication. Dog cognition 
researchers have modeled their approach after developmental 
psychologists studying human infants

His book explains how cognitive science has come to understand the 
genius of dogs through experimental games using everyday objects 
such as toys, cups, balls, and “anything else lying around.” He 
designed his first experiments in his family's garage with his dog 
Oreo. Scientists have been able to peer into the cognitive world of 
dogs and see how they make inferences and solve new problems. 
We all have opinions about how smart our dogs are. Now we have 
extensive scientific literature that sometimes supports or doesn't 
support these opinions. The authors reviewed thousands of scientific 
papers relevant to the study of dog cognition. They reference more 
than six hundred of these papers in their book. This book provides a 
comprehensive review of dog cognition, or “dognition.”

The many flavors of genius

Cognitive science views intelligence in animals differently. Scientists examine how successfully animals 
have managed to survive and reproduce in as many places as possible. 

The dog is arguably the most successful mammal on the planet, besides us. Dogs have spread to all 
corners of the world, including inside our homes, and in some cases onto our beds. While the 
majority of mammals on the planet have seen a steep decline in their populations as a result of 
human activity, there have never been more dogs on the planet than today. 

What Is Genius?

Alfred Binet designed the first standardized intelligence tests in the early twentieth century. His goal was to 
identify students in France who should receive extra scholastic attention and resources. His original test 
evolved into the Stanford-Binet Intelligence Scale. These IQ tests provide a very narrow definition and do 
not measure the full capabilities of each person. 

In recent years, other views of intelligence have emerged. Harvard psychologist  proposed Howard Gardner

the theory of . His theory also suggests that traditional views of intelligence are too mul�ple intelligences

limited. Gardner advocates that all people have different kinds of "intelligences." A cognitive approach is 
about celebrating different kinds of intelligence. Genius means that someone may be exceptional with one 
type of cognition while being average or below average in another. 

Animal Genius

In animals, researchers are usually more interested in what a species as a whole is capable of, rather than 
each individual animal. Since animals cannot talk, scientists pinpoint their particular genius by giving them 

By Kathy Swan
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puzzles. They just need to make choices. These choices reveal their cognitive abilities. By presenting 
the same puzzle to different species, we can identify different types of animal genius. As with people, 
just because a species looks like a genius in one area does not mean its members are geniuses in 
other areas. 

Testing Animals Around the World
First, scientists look for genius in animals by comparing one species to another. Often, the challenges 
different species faces in the wild have provided them with different kinds of genius. Some dance, 
some navigate, and some have figured out how to have diplomatic relations with other species. 
Second, they look for genius in animals by testing their flexibility to solve new problems by making 
inferences.

Dr. Hare takes the readers on a journey that crisscrosses the world to study animal intelligence. He 
travels to Russia to see first hand how generations of fox bred on a fur farm had physically changed 
and perform tests. After his visit to Siberia, Hare reexamines popular theories of dog domestication and 
he wanted to investigate his hypothesis on self-domestication. 

He next visits a Conservation Society that houses New Guinea Singing Dog in Eugene, Oregon to test 
their abilities at reading human gestures. From there, he travels deep into the Congo basin to 
rediscover a long-lost relative, the bonobos. Chimpanzees and bonobos are our two closest living 
relatives. Hare provides an in-depth comparison between these two animals.  

Testing Dogs

While researching Dr Hare's work, I found an abundance of free classes related to animals available 
on Coursera. This included one presented by Brian Hare:

Dog Emotion and Cognition will introduce you to the exciting new study of dog psychology, 
what the latest discoveries tell us about how dogs think and feel about us, and how we can use 
this new knowledge to further strengthen our relationship with our best friends. Approximately 22 
hours over eight weeks.

I was so engrossed it the book, I completed the course in two weeks! As part of the class, I signed up 
at Dognation to play the four free cognitive games discussed in the lectures. The more I read, the more 
I wanted to learn. I opted to pay a reduced fee (20% off) to enroll Missy for her complete profile. The 
results of her tests are in my article “Dognation Testing.”

I highly recommend this book. It is insightful, scientifically based and fun to learn about how dogs came 
to be our best friends. 

Another interesting read is the National Geographic special publication entitled The Genius of Dogs 
(April 10, 2020) available from EBay, Amazon and other used book outlets. 
Resources: 
Coursera h�ps://www.coursera.org

Coursera Dog Emotion and Cognition h�ps://www.coursera.org/learn/dog-emo�on-and-cogni�on

Dognation dogni�on.com/mooc

National Geographic July 14, 2021 Some Dogs Are Geniuses—Just Like Humans 
h�ps://www.na�onalgeographic.com/animals/ar�cle/some-dogs-are-excep�onally-gi�ed-and-talented 
OSU Human-Animal Interaction Lab h�ps://thehumananimalbond.com/ 
Smithsonian Magazine December 2020 The New Science of Our Ancient Bond With Dogs 
h�ps://www.smithsonianmag.com/science-nature/new-science-ancient-bond-with-dogs-180976226/

The Genius of Dogs
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Are you and your dog involved in multiple CKC events? Do your dog's titles take up more room 
on Facebook posts than their registered name? Have you earned your first title and debated 
which event to try next? CKC's Versatility Title Program is for you! 
 
Free for CKC members, our new Versatility Title Program recognizes the achievements and 
successes of dogs and their handlers throughout a dog's life. It includes over 30 events and has 
six different Versatility titles!
  
Versatility Novice (VN)
Versatility Advanced (VA)
Versatility Excellent (VE)
Versatility Bronze (VB)
Versatility Silver (VS)
Versatility Gold (VG)

Visit the CKC website to learn more about this new program.
www.ckc.ca/en/Events/Overview-of-Events/ 
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TIKO Members can
 have their kennel / business

cards posted here 
free of  charge.

For Commercial 
Advertising

Contact Editor
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Joyce & Jack were among TIKO’s 
founding members in 1966 and 
since then have worked hard on 
behalf of the club and in support of 
purebred dogs in their  community.   

Moving forward we will all miss 
Joyce and her handling tips. For 
those who knew her well, we can 
easily imagine that she is showing 
a dog to a special win somewhere.  

We all extend our sincere 
condolences to the Bernhardt 
family.

Entered into rest at her residence on Sunday, 
February 6th 2022. Joyce Elizabeth 
Bernhardt in her 89th. year. Beloved wife of 
Jack Bernhardt and dear mother of Martin 
and his wife Karen, Stephen, Paul and his 
wife Chrissy. Fondly remembered by her 
grandchildren Travis, Cody, Taylib, Jayden 
and Connor. 

Joyce was a registered nurse, graduating 
from the Brantford School of Nursing Class of 
1955 having worked in Chicago, Winnipeg, 
Regina, Belleville, Brockville and Ottawa 
hospitals.

Joyce with her husband Jack were very 
involved in the dog world. Under the prefix 
Camplaren, they bred GSD’s and then 
Schipperkes, for which they were well known. 
Joyce became a professional dog handler, 
travelling throughout North America and had 
received many Best In Show awards with 
Schips as well as the other breeds that she 
handled.

1933 - 2022
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Dr. Anne Vargo, DVM CHPV

Associate Veterinarian, Certified Hospice Palliative Care Veterinarian

Chihuahua Club of Michigan President

Initial examination of puppies using the APGAR score can help identify individuals 

that need more intensive care and increase puppy survival rates. It is important to 

note that neonates are not just smaller dogs, they have different vital signs and 

needs. Data available from the few studies conducted on dogs highlight that the 

APGAR score is an inexpensive, simple and practical method to evaluate the 

condition of a newborn puppy. 

WHAT IS APGAR SCORING: 

APGAR scoring was developed for human neonates by Virginia Apgar (1909-1974), a American obstetrical 

anesthesiologist and it has profoundly changed the way we approach canine neonatology and pediatrics. The 

APGAR score is a quick way to assess the health of newborn children immediately after birth. This scale has been 

adapted to veterinary medicine allowing for a quick and objective assessment of those puppies that need more care 

and monitoring. 

● Appearance: refers to the natural color, texture, and appearance of the skin, especially that of the face

● Pulse: heart rate

● Grimace: reflex irritability; a reflex action is an involuntary and nearly instantaneous movement in response to 

a stimulus 

○ Grimace, indicating the reaction of the neonate to irritability, assessed by gentle compression of the 

tip of a paw, and evaluating the puppies reaction: rated as 2 when the puppy reacted with crying and 

quick leg retraction, rated as 1 when the leg was weakly retracted in association to weak or none 

vocalization and rated as 0 when no leg retraction and no vocalization was stimulated

● Activity: flexion/extension of the arms and legs

● Respiration: respiratory effort and frequency

APGAR Scoring in Puppies
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SCORING: 

APGAR scoring will lead to a more objective assessment in collaboration with your veterinarian, what 

type of care is the most adapted for each specific situation. There are 5 simple criteria ranging from 0-2, and 

the sum of the 5 values obtained give an indication to the health of the puppy. The resulting APGAR score 

ranges from 0 to 10. 

● 0-3= Critical. Newborns rated as 0 to 3 were considered as severely distressed

● 4-6= Moderately distressed, or moderate viability neonates

● 7-10= Normal newborns with no distress, or normal viability neonates

Puppies that scored lower spent less time searching for the mammary gland and also tended to have 

worse suckling and swallowing reflexes. Nursing and nourishment are obviously vital to neonate survival. 

Those with lower scores have higher mortality rates. 

As expected, lower APGAR scores are reported at birth in neonates born from bitches with dystocia 

(difficult birth) requiring obstetrical assistance in comparison with puppies born by normal delivery or from 

bitches where only oxytocin was administered. Overall, good neonatal vitality and APGAR scores were found 

in puppies born after emergency caesarean sections, however scores can vary based on the anesthesia 

protocol selected. 

In dogs it is recommended to measure APGAR scores at 5 minutes after birth. They can be reassessed 

after 15 minutes and again at 60 minutes. They can further be tracked 24 hours after birth and subsequent 

days up to potentially 30 days after birth. The APGAR scoring can be repeated to look for improvement or 

regression. 

VIABILITY ASSESSMENT AND INTERVENTION: 

The viability assessment allowed the recognition of puppies with a low APGAR score, requiring 

different degrees of medical assistance. Intervention can include heat, oxygen, and additional nutrition or 

resuscitation efforts in severely debilitated puppies. Intervention and intensive care is recommended:

● 6-7 scores require assistance

● 0-5 requires intensive care and potentially resuscitation
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Taken together, these results suggest that the APGAR score was highly positively correlated to survival of 

puppies early after birth and that the mortality rate was concentrated in puppies with a low APGAR score.

Although the survival rate after neonatal assistance was higher for newborns classified in the 

intermediate class of viability as compared to the lowest class, the overall survival after assistance was 

43%–91% of the severely depressed/critical neonates, and 88%–100% of the moderately depressed/moderate 

vitality newborns. 

FUTURE BENEFITS:

More specific parameters can be obtained for breed variations. APGAR scores are also allowing for 

further studies as it relates to anesthesia protocols and medication administered during C-sections and puppy 

survival rates. 

It would also be beneficial for future studies to evaluate the relationship between the APGAR score at 

birth and long‐term survival or developmental, behavioural and neurological outcome in survivors.

CONCLUSION:

In conclusion, the APGAR score is very suitable for neonatal viability assessment immediately after birth and in 

the first hours of life, especially for those born after caesarean section or dystocia, or for breeds such as the 

brachycephalic, characterized by higher risk of mortality and low vitality at birth. Although there is no guarantee 

that all puppies showing a high APGAR score will surely survive, survival is more likely in high‐scored neonates 

than it is in low‐scoring neonates. The type of delivery has a significant impact on APGAR score, as well as the 

type of drugs used for anaesthesia. 

***I encourage breeders to purchase a stethoscope for home use. My favorite for price and quality is the 

Littmann Classic Pediatric stethoscope for small puppies. It is also beneficial to purchase an Alpha Trak 2 

glucometer to assess blood glucose and those at risk of hypoglycemia. 

REFERENCES:

Fontain E. APGAR Scores: how they can be used in a shelter. April 24, 2015. 

https://royalcaninshelterprogram.ning.com

Veronesi MC. Reproduction in Domestic Animals. Assessment of Canine Neonatal viability- The Apgar score. 

September 27 2016. https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com
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Getting To Know You “TIKO Members”

Member’ Name:  Georgie Nesbitt

How long have you been a 
member of TIKO?

 12 years

How long have you 
participated in the Purebred 
Dog World?

 50 years

Which breeds do you currently 
have?

 Pugs

Are you a dog breeder? And if 
so for how long?

 Retired from breeding, but I was a breeder for 50 years

Which breeds have you owned 
and/or bred?

 Pugs

What is your kennel name?  HUGAPUGS

Which one of your dogs is 
your all-time favourite and 
why?

 Can/Am CH Hugapugs Blue Danube (Danny) because he was everything a pug
 should be, produced lovely puppies and was a great house dog

What win in conformation are 
you most proud of to date. 
And with which dog.

 Would have to be Danny again, he was such fun to show.  

What win in performance 
events are you most proud of 
to date. And with which dog 
(call & registered name, 
breed).

In which canine events do you 
compete?

 Conformation

How has the pandemic 
affected you and your dogs?

 We are all couch potatoes!

Have you attended any shows 
/ trials / training sessions in 
the last year or so?
If you have, what was that 
experience like?

 No, none at all, sadly

What is the funniest memory 
you have of being at a trial or 
dog show

 Taking the wrong dog into the ring!!!  I didn’ even realize what I had done until 
 the judge pointed it out to me!  He allowed us to switch dogs and we won!!!

Is there anything you would 
like your fellow members to 
know about you?

 It’s been a wonderful experience and I recommend it to everyone!
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Georgie Nesbitt
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Getting To Know You “TIKO Members”

Member’s Name: Alexandra MacLellan 

How long have you been 
a member of TIKO? 

I joined TIKO in 2016 when Paula Thompson was Club President.  Sally 
Morell was Club Secretary and lived around the corner from me in 
Prescott.  It was Sally that brought me into the dog club world. 

How long have you 
participated in the 
Purebred Dog World? 

I had my first purebred Keeshond in 2003.  It wasn’t until I joined TIKO 
that I actually participated in a dog club.  I think more public education 
needs to take place so people know what canine clubs are all about. 

Which breeds do you 
currently have? 

I am currently blessed with a male Barbet.  People always mispronounce 
the name.  The “e” is short (so pronounced Barbeh), not a long “a” as 
some would say.  The T is silent unless you are speaking about a female 
Barbette, and a puppy is a Barbichon. 

Are you a dog breeder? 
And if so for how long? 

I am not a breeder but co-own a three-year-old stud, Frankia Barbetdeau 
Phloki Pi. 

Which breeds have you 
owned and/or bred? 

In total, I have owned only three dogs: a female Keeshond, a male Great 
Pyrenees (unregistered), and my current male Barbet. 

What is your kennel 
name? 

I do not have a registered kennel name; though I do have one in mind. � 

Which one of your dogs 
is your all-time favourite 
and why? 

For sentimental reasons, I would mention my parents’s Boxer mix.  He 
was my first dog, taught me about life, love, and death. A gentle giant, in 
hindsight, I think he was mixed Great Dane in Boxer trim.  “Boots” was a 
true rescue.  He had been chained to the neighbor’s garage all the time, 
teased by children and ignored.  Both of us were about 5 years old.  I 
played with him, I fed him, I bathed him, and I loved him for another 5 
years.  He was my true champion.   
I must share this story. It was an era when drycleaners pick ed up and 
delivered to your home. The deliver y man showed up and Boots was 
friendly as ever wagging that stubby tail. The delivery man followed my 
mom into another area of the house. When he returned, he had my dad’s 
business suit in hand. Boots stood up, square between the door and the 
stranger, growled a low warning, and waited. The poor delivery guy was 
just trying to make friends with the dog. My mom told the man to drop the 
suit.  He did and Boots dropped his guard and let the man walk out.  He 
was never trained for such things, just natural instincts to guard. 

What win in conformation 
are you most proud of to 
date. And with which dog. 

So far, I’ve only had one show dog.  So I would have to say I am most 
proud of Pi winning Best Puppy in Group at Kars 2019.   

What win in performance 
events are you most 
proud of to date. And 
with which dog (call & 
registered name, breed). 

Over the decades, I have trained my dogs in obedience, agility, and scent 
detection.  However, I have not yet entered the performance ring. 

In which canine events 
do you compete? 

Since 2019, I have been competing with and handling Pi in the 
conformation ring. 

Alexandra MacLellan
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How has the pandemic 
affected you and your 
dogs? 

In his first year (2019) Pi would accompany me everywhere:  stores, car 
dealership, friends, outdoor socials, dog club events, ...  In Spring 2020, 
pandemic restrictions put an end to all social gatherings.   
In May 2021, I started a new job which is the opposite spectrum from 
those that lost their jobs due to the pandemic.  Also in stark contrast, Pi 
had to adjust to me not being at home. Many dogs developed separation 
anxiety from their owners being home 24/7 and there are many “covid 
puppies”.  However, my dog developed independence, learning that I 
could be away and he would be OK.  It was not an easy transition for this 
known “velcro” breed.  He did howl like a champ, much to my 
embarrassment, as the neighbors explained it to me.  It did not take long 
for him to settle into his “new norm”.  Being a one person/one dog home, 
we are both lucky to have our two frolicking felines to complete the circle. 
I have to say, without the participation of Zoom / social media and a new 
job in health care, I think I would have lost my marbles!  I am particularly 
sad about the lack of activity for my dog.  Barbets are extremely social 
beings but not so adept with social media. LOL    

Have you attended any 
shows / trials / training 
sessions in the last year 
or so? 

If you have, what was that 
experience like? 

-Through 2020 and 2021, I have managed to participate in only a few 
conformation, agility, and scent detection training sessions through 
organized canine clubs.  I am so grateful to be a participating member of 
TIKO and my national breed organization Club Barbet Canada, as well as 
other clubs.  Dog clubs are an essential part of my life since joining TIKO.  
-The events where mostly outdoors but still stressful.  Some people 
haven’t had access to their vet so their pets have not had proper 
immunization and some people have not had Covid immunization.   

What is the funniest 
memory you have of 
being at a trial or dog 
show 

My funniest memory at a dog show so far is when Pi wouldn’t let a 
particular judge touch him!  Glad the judge was in good humour; but no 
hands on exam that day! 

Is there anything you 
would like your fellow 
members to know about 
you? 

I am very grateful to the TIKO members that have shown me the ropes, 
challenged me to take on new roles, shared some laughs along the way. 
I consider myself very lucky to have been invited to lead puppy training 
classes, assist with advanced classes, and participate in conformation 
classes.  I enjoyed the role of Equipment Manager and was happy to 
nominate another member to step up.  
I believe very strongly in educating myself, listening to others and reading 
formal documentation on behavior, training, and health.  Making 
educated decisions, and not always going with the flow, is the best care 
for my fur kids. 
In addition to the pandemic struggles that everyone has faced, I have 
suffered since the fall of 2019 with advance arthritis.  My hands, neck and 
lower spine are in severe condition now.  With the pandemic, there are no 
doctors to help and specialists are frustrated beyond tolerance.  It is a 
perfect example of how your dog or pets life/lives can be affected by your 
own health.  I went from an active, energetic person to a physically 
challenged one.  In normal situations, a person’s decline into disability is 
usually manageable with support.  In the new normal, it is a new 
challenge all together not normal.  Thankfully, I am an eternal optimist. 

2022 02 21 

 

Getting To Know You “TIKO Members”
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Alexandra MacLellan

Keaira and Sherlock - apple tree

Pi riverside

Pi at Kars 2019 

Pi relaxing
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Getting To Know You “TIKO Members”

Member’ Name: Penny Murton

How long have you 
been a member of 
TIKO?

I can’t remember exactly which year I joined. Probably about 5 years ago.

How long have you 
participated in the 
Purebred Dog World?

I started looking for a responsible breeder of collies in 1992 by attending dog shows, 
watching and learning about the breed.

Which breeds do you 
currently have?

 I currently have Cavalier King Charles Spaniels.

Are you a dog breeder? 
And if so for how long?

Yes, I have been breeding and showing since 1995. 

Which breeds have you 
owned and/or bred?

Collies rough and smooth until fairly recently. I now own a couple of Cavaliers and 
hope to start a small breeding program with them in a couple of years after health 
testing is completed at the appropriate age.

What is your kennel 
name?

Windancer Perm. Reg.

Which one of your dogs 
is your all-time favourite 
and why?

It is hard to single out “favourites”as I love them all.  Favourites have included those 
that love the show ring. I want my dogs to have as much fun in the ring as I do; the 
ones that walk into the ring and own it from the start, going in with every intention of 
being BISS winners over and over. 
 
And then there are the ones that do that, and at the same time are the heart-stealers 
that are always right by my side at home, always by my side when I put my hand 
down, or draped across my lap on the couch.

What win in 
conformation are you 
most proud of to date. 
And with which dog.

Long ago, when Can/Am.Ch.Windancer Fool’s Gold got a 5 point US specialty 
major, owner handled, when I was so new to the sport that I didn’t even fully 
understand what all the fuss was about! 
And more recently, when Can/Am.Ch.Windancer Taiaut These Dreams, co-bred with 
Michèle Cousineau of Taiaut collies, won repeated 5 point specialty majors over a 
single weekend placing BOV smooth against the BOV rough who was the #1 collie 
in the US at the time. 

What win in 
performance events are 
you most proud of to 
date. And with which 
dog (call & registered 
name, breed).

I have not participated in performance events, with the one exception of the time I 
took one of my male collies, Ch.Windancer’s Paladin, to a herding instinct test. 
Liam, with no prior training or experience working with sheep, had them rounded up 
in less than 2 minutes, and held them there until I called him off.

In which canine events 
do you compete?
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Getting To Know You “TIKO Members”

How has the pandemic 
affected you and your 
dogs?

There have been far fewer dog shows, which is hard on dogs and enthusiasts alike.  
One of the best parts of this sport is the camaraderie and the opportunity to “talk 
shop”with people who share one’ passion.
It has been more difficult when raising puppies during the pandemic, to give them the 
exposure to all the hustle and bustle involved in the dog show world. And it has been 
challenging to hold and participate in training classes for all aspects.

Have you attended any 
shows / trials / training 
sessions in the last year 
or so?
If you have, what was 
that experience like?

Covid rules have certainly made it much more challenging for all of us, most 
particularly when it came to show venues and compliance with regulations meant to 
protect everyone. I think show organizers are to be enormously commended for their 
efforts over the last couple of years. In 2021 there were more opportunities to attend 
outdoor shows with rules in place that were a bit of a challenge to work with, but 
kudos to all involved. It was so nice to be able to be there!

What is the funniest 
memory you have of 
being at a trial or dog 
show

The time my friend and I drove down to the US National in Louisville, KY and were 
asked to open all the doors in the van at customs.  We had 4 dogs with us, plus 
everything for a week away for women and dogs at a huge show. The van was 
literally packed to the ceiling.  We answered all her questions about what, where, 
and why.  And after she had seen what the van looked like packed to the rafters, she 
shook her head, grinned, and said, “have fun, ladies!” I think she thought we were 
certifiably nuts!

Is there anything you 
would like your fellow 
members to know about 
you?

I am a lot more shy than I seem, and I am far less serious than I look when I am 
deep in thought.  

TIKO TAILS Spring 2022 Page 25



Penny Murton

Puppy 
Murton
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Getting To Know You “TIKO Members”

Member’ Name: Darlene Helliker

How long have you been a 
member of TIKO?

Recently 3 years but we were members before, about 10 years ago.

How long have you participated 
in the Purebred Dog World?

We have always owned purebred dogs and many years ago we bred 
Australian Shepherds, and showed horses. We no longer have horses,
and I have always wanted to show dogs. Now that the barn is empty, I 
have the opportunity to do so.

Which breeds do you currently 
have?

Currently we have a senior Golden Retriever and a senior Jack Russell and I 
was lucky enough 2 years ago to purchase one of Karen Nesbitt's Borders 
Terriers "Holly". I am obsessed with this breed.

Are you a dog breeder? And if 
so for how long?

We will be getting back into the breeding part of it again as we will be 
breeding Holly in late June this year and are super excited.

Which breeds have you owned 
and/or bred?

We have owned Australian Shepherds, Jack Russel Terriers and Golden 
Retriever and now my show girl a Border Terrier. 

What is your kennel name? HEAVENSRIDGE KENNEL

Which one of your dogs is your 
all-time favourite and why?

I am a lover of all dogs but the Terrier breed has a special spot in my heart.

What win in conformation are 
you most proud of to date. And 
with which dog.

Holly and I have had limited showing due to covid, but I am proud of my dog no 
matter how we do in the ring. I just love spending the time with her whether it 
be showing, training classes, or just having fun.

What win in performance 
events are you most proud of 
to date. And with which dog 
(call & registered name, breed).

None to date but hopefully this year will be different with my

Border Terrier Holly (Thistlebitt Amber Mist) and we can get to more 
shows

In which canine events do you 
compete?

We have only competed in Conformation but I am looking forward to doing 
Rally with Holly and maybe Agility.

How has the pandemic affected 
you and your dogs?

It has greatly affected us in getting to more shows, classes and clinics.

Have you attended any shows / 
trials / training sessions in the 
last year or so?
If you have, what was that 
experience like?

Yes, we have attended a couple of shows and some training. Also attended 
a couple of clinics which I am very appreciative of and look forward to 
attending more.

What is the funniest memory 
you have of being at a trial or 
dog show

I don't really have any.

Is there anything you would 
like your fellow members to 
know about you?

I would like people to know that I love all dogs big or small but my heart 
belongs to the Terrier.
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Darlene Helliker
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 AKC ANNOUNCES EXPANSION OF 
NATIONAL OWNER-HANDLED SERIES PROGRAM 

New York, NY - The AKC is pleased to announce the expansion of the National Owner-Handled Series 
by launching the NOHS Levels of Achievement program. Owners and their dogs can obtain Bronze, 
Silver, Gold and Platinum recognition by earning a pre-determined number of lifetime NOHS points. 

Since 2012, the AKC National Owner-Handled Series has highlighted quality dogs being exhibited by 
their owners and provided a venue for the owner/handler to demonstrate their dedication to the sport and 
compete against their peers. 

"We are pleased to recognize the accomplishments of all dogs and their owner-handlers going back to 
the start of the NOHS program," says Doug Ljungren, Executive Vice President of AKC Sports & Events. 
"The Levels of Achievement will acknowledge these exhibitor's hard work and passion for their dogs and 
enthusiasm for the sport." 

A commemorative pin and downloadable certificate is provided for the highest Level of Achievement a 
dog has earned at the time the expansion is implemented. A pin and certificate will be awarded for each 
higher Level of Achievement earned. 

Additional information about the NOHS Levels of Achievement program can be found . Comments or here
questions should be sent to . awards@akc.org

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE                                                                                      Contact: Sarah Bank 
Date: February 23rd, 2022                                                                                          Phone: 212-696-8253 
                                                                                                                          Email: sarah.bank@akc.org 

Wow,
Take a bow,
Bow Wow!!

Editor’s Note:

Always good to know what 
is happening south of the 
border.
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